
 

 

What is barbering............ 
 
A Barber in today’s world is a person whose occupation is mainly to cut, 
dress, groom, style and shave men’s hair. Historically a barber also 
performed surgery and dentistry. The actual word comes from the Latin 
‘barba’, meaning ‘beard’. 
 
The Barbering trade has a very long history, in ancient Egyptian culture 
barbers were highly respected individuals. Priests and men of medicine are 
the earliest examples of barbers. This was due to early superstitious tribes 
that believed both good and bad spirits entered the body through the hairs on 
the head and the bad spirits could only be driven out by cutting the hair !! 
Different tribes developed different styles of cutting hair. Men in Ancient 
Greece would have their beards, hair, and fingernails trimmed and styled by a 
barber.  
 
Barbering was introduced to Rome by the Greek colonies in Sicily in 296 BC, 
and the barber shop soon became very popular for the place for daily news 
and gossip to be exchanged.  
 
Barbers often served as surgeons and dentists, this was in addition to cutting 
hair and shaving. The barber pole featuring red and white spiralling stripes 
symoblised the different aspects of the barbering craft. It was during this time 
barber’s received higher pay than surgeons, this was until surgeons were 
entered into British warships during naval wars..... How times have 
changed…….!! 
 
So, You’re thinking of getting into barbering? Whether you’re a student or 
stylist thinking of changing career, men’s grooming has never been bigger 
business and there’s never been a better time to think about becoming a 
barber. 
 
 
10 Good reasons to go into Barbering.  
 
1. Be Your Own Boss 
There are very few trades that offer as many opportunities to work for 
yourself or to open your own successful business. In barbering, you have the 
opportunity to work within a company, rent a chair in a salon, work as a 
mobile barber and the opportunity to open your own business. 
2. Be Creative 
Barbering allows you to have a platform to showcase your artistic side on an 
array of people who lead various lifestyles. You’re also able to showcase your 
artistic work through social media, allowing you to become your very own 
trendsetter. 



 

 

3. Be A People Person 
Very few jobs offer the opportunity to meet and interact with such a variety of 
people. Many barbers make good friends and contacts from their clients; your 
confidence and popularity will grow. 
4. You Can Travel 
Barbering is a skill you can take anywhere. Barbers are needed globally and 
once you have your qualifications you can pretty much go anywhere you 
want. 
5. Each Day Is Different 
Each and every day is different. Every client that sits in your chair will ask for 
a different style and you’ll face different challenges, keeping it enjoyable and 
exciting. 
6. Decent Salary 
There is the opportunity to earn a decent wage in barbering, especially once 
you are established. So not only will you love your job but you can be earning 
good money from it as well! 
7. You Can Establish Yourself 
There are a huge variety of hair-based competitions both locally and 
nationally giving you the opportunity to become established and well known, 
in your area and all over the UK. 
8. It’s Never Too Late 
It is never too late to train as a barber or develop your barbering skills. 
9. You’ll Always Have a Job 
The bottom line is men will always need to have their hair cut regardless of 
the economic situation. The recent rise in male grooming also shows that 
men are willing to invest money into how they look,now is a fantastic time to 
join this career. Men are so metrosexual about the way they look the 
barbering professional is growing quickly.  
10. You Can Help 
The most enjoyable reason to be a barber is to help men to look and feel their 
best! You have the ability to completely change how someone feels about 
themselves and give them confidence. 
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