
 

 

How to become a qualified barber? 

Becoming a barber there is a couple of pathways that can be followed: 

1. A full or part time college programme 

2. Apprenticeship  

If you select to go to college you would need to look and see what the local college offers in your area. 

Full time is general three days per week, and part time can be one evening per week, or two evening 

depending on what qualification at is being offered by the college. 

College qualification are as follows: 

Full time – VRQ Level 2 Diploma in Barbering.  

Continuing the following mandatory units: 

Working in the hair industry 

Follow health and safety practice in the salon 

Client consultation for hair services 

Shampooing and condition the hair and scalp 

Promote products and service to clients in a salon 

Cut men’s hair 

Cut men’s facial hair 

Colour and lighten hair 

Styling men’s hair  

Optional units could be the following: 

Scalp massage 

Salon reception 

Create an image based on a theme within the Hair and Beauty Sector 

Provide perming services 

Each unit has a different credit value and you would be required to achieve 13 credits, general the 

college selects the optional units as the whole class would complete the same units. Generally 

two/three units would cover the 13 credits depending on each unit value. 

Fulltime – VRQ Level 3 Diploma in Barbering.  (Progression from level 2 Diploma). 

Continuing the following mandatory units: 

Monitor and maintain health and safety practice in the salon 

Consultation support for colleagues on hair 

Cut men’s hair to create a vary of looks 



 

 

Cut facial hair to create a variety of looks 

Colour hair to create a variety of looks 

Creative hairdressing design skills 

Optional units – the same as level 2 each unit has a different credit value and you would be required 

to achieve 19 credits, again the college selects the optional units. Generally three units would cover 

the 19 credits depending on each unit value. 

Optional units for VRQ level 3 Diploma in barbering are as follows: 

Human Resource Management 

Perm hair to create a variety of looks 

Hair extension service 

Make and style a Hair Addition 

Relaxing services for African type hair 

Promote and sell products and services to clients 

Hair colour correction 

Promote products and services to clients in the salon 

Display stock to promote sales in a salon 

Scalp massage service 

Salon reception  

All full time learners are required to take maths and English along with the main qualification. 

Part time – VRQ Level 2 Certificate in Barbering. 

Continuing the following mandatory units: 

Working in the hair industry 

Follow health and safety practice in the salon 

Shampooing and condition the and hair and scalp 

Styling men’s hair 

Cut men’s hair 

Cut facial hair 

As you can see this is a smaller qualification only continuing six units but you would be able to work 

in a barbers with this qualification but would require further training to approve your skills learnt and 

can experience.   

Apprenticeship  

This pathway is where you would be employed in a barbers for a minimum 16 hours per week, and be 

released one day per week to either attend college or to carry out in house training with a training 



 

 

provider. The apprenticeship framework is NVQ Level 2 Diploma in Barbering and will include Maths 

and English as a requirement depending on your GCSE results you would require C or above to be 

exempt from taking Maths and English. 

NVQ Level 2 Diploma in Barbering.  

Continuing the following mandatory units: 

Advice and consult with clients 

Shampoo condition and treat the hair and scalp 

Develop and maintain your effectiveness at work 

Cut men’s hair to shape using basic techniques  

Cut facial hair shape using basic techniques 

Dry and finish men’s hair 

Create basic outlines and detailing in hair 

Optional units: 

Relax hair 

Perm and neutralise hair 

Temporarily attach hair to enhance a style 

Fulfil salon reception duties 

Assist with shaving services  

Colour and lighten men’s hair 

As with level 2 VRQ each unit has a different credit value and you would be required to achieve 9 

credits, again the college/training provide selects the optional units. Generally three units would cover 

the 9 credits depending on each unit value. 
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